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[57 ABSTRACT

A method and system for preparing interactive references
having pages which can be displayed on the screen of a
pointer-based computer system. Some of the reference’s
pages have “live” features or icons which the user can select
to cause various actions such as moving to other locations
within the reference, displaying dialog boxes on the screen,
etc. The present invention converts a document containing
appropriate comments into a set of instructions for an
interactive reference according to a defined sequence of
steps. First, the document is separated into content blocks
delineated by content commands. Each such block can be
separately formatted for use in the interactive reference.
Next, the system creates page descriptions in which the
content blocks are arranged on pages whose boundaries are
defined by the display screen of the computer system on
which the interactive references will be displayed. In addi-
tion, the system prepares instructions for treating pointer
actions on buttons and other live screen features. Finally,
commands describing the interactive reference, are output.
The commands will be provided a format, at least when
compiled, that can be stored and processed in the computer
on which the interactive reference is displayed.

31 Claims, 21 Drawing Sheets
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